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Executive Summary 

In 2006, California designated as hazardous waste computers, batteries, mercury 
thermostats, televisions and similar consumer products, making it illegal to dispose of 
these products in landfills.  Local governments bear the responsibility for proper 
management of these discarded products as well as paints, pesticides and other 
household hazardous wastes. The costs are considerable and mounting. 

The California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) is a 501c3 nonprofit organization 
established in 2007 by a coalition of local governments “to shift California’s product 
waste management system from one focused on government funded and ratepayer 
financed waste diversion to one that relies on producer responsibility in order to reduce 
public costs and drive improvements in product design.”  Heidi Sanborn, CPSC’s 
Executive Director, has worked with legislators, industry representatives, advocacy 
organizations, and government agencies to develop, and implement state legislation and 
local initiatives. 

Ms. Sanborn recently reported to the Hazardous Waste Management Facility Allocation 
Committee (HWMC) on product stewardship successes, challenges and CPSC’s current 
strategies.  She stated that local product stewardship initiatives are expected to play an 
increasingly important role in bringing industry groups to the table to support 
comprehensive stewardship plans for their products.   
The HWMC recommended that Ms. Sanborn present to the Executive Board and seek 
support for actions the Executive Board might take to advance product stewardship in 
the Bay Area and the state.   

Recommended Action 

1. Endorse the work of the California Product Stewardship Council 

2. Direct staff to draft a letter to be signed by ABAG President and Chair of the 
Hazardous Waste Management Committee and sent to all Bay Area cities and 
counties recommending they take the following actions: 
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a. Adopt an Extended Producer Responsibility resolution or legislative 
policy, if they have not already done so. 

b. Support the work and consider joining the California Product Stewardship 
Council.  

c. Develop a countywide or model local take-back ordinance for producers 
and/or retailers of one or more of the following products: architectural 
paint, sharps, fluorescent lamps, pharmaceuticals, treated wood and non-
rechargeable batteries.  

Next steps 

Staff will draft letter to cities and counties for President Luce review. 

Attachments:  Memo  
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