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Re: 2012 Legislation Status / 2011 Legislation Recap 
             
 
The Committee annually reviews Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) and other 
relevant legislation and forwards information and recommended positions to ABAG’s 
Legislation and Governmental Organizations Committee.  Staff works with the California 
Product Stewardship Council and Technical Advisory Committee members to identify 
bills for Committee consideration.  
 
2012 Legislation 
 
To date, no legislation relevant to the Committee’s mission is active.  The following three 
bills, which were introduced in 2011 and supported by the Committee, were turned into 
two year bills: 
 

SB 419, Senator Simitian’s 2011 Home – Generated Sharps bill, is currently in 
the Assembly inactive file.   

 
SB 515, Senator Corbett’s Battery bill, has not been reintroduced. 

 
SB 589, Senator Lowenthal’s Mercury Lamp Stewardship bill, passed the Senate 
but was pulled before it could be considered in the Assembly.  It has not been 
reintroduced.   

 
CPSC indicated that conversations are underway among all stakeholders and the authors 
about proposed modifications that might enable these 3 bills to move forward.  Staff will 
continue to monitor the CPSC website and consult with TAC members as the legislative 
session progresses.  The Committee will be apprised if these 3 become active or any other 
bills germane to our work are introduced. 
 
Successful 2011 Legislation: 
 
During the 2011 session, in addition to the bills listed above, the Committee considered 
and supported the following two bills, which were signed into law by the Governor: 
 

AB 913, Feuer – Green Business Program  
AB 255, Wieckowski – Latex Paint Collection  
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AB 913 provides state recognition and support for the existing network of Green 
Business Programs, lending more credibility and prestige to our efforts.  Staff and local 
Bay Area Green Business coordinators worked with Assemblymember Feuer’s staff to 
draft the language and generate support from partners and Green Businesses.  The 
legislation explicitly identifies in statute that support for the network of local Green 
Business Programs is one of DTSC’s pollution prevention activities.    
 
The legislation is expected to motivate other jurisdictions to launch programs consistent 
with our Bay Area model that is also used in the Monterey Bay Area, Santa Barbara, 
Santa Monica, and Thousand Oaks, and will soon be launched by the City of Los 
Angeles, and Mendocino and Humboldt counties.   
 
AB 255, which was sponsored and supported by StopWaste.Org, will allow businesses 
that are "conditionally exempt small quantity generators" to bring in higher volumes of 
recyclable latex paint than are currently allowed to HHW facilities, so they can avoid 
making several trips to recycle paint lawfully. 
 
Other Successful Legislation 
 
The Committee reviewed but did not take action on SB 456.  This bill authorizes a 
registered door-to-door collection program to transport HHW to a treatment storage and 
disposal (TSD) facility, or to an exempt transfer facility (which is not subject to permits 
and inspections if the wastes move through within 10 days), while the waste is in transit 
to either the HHW facility or to the TSD facility.  It would require a public agency, or its 
contractor, if it transports HHW to a TSD facility, to start a manifest when the item is 
first collected. 
 
The regulation it modified required a door-to-door household hazardous waste (HHW) 
collection program to transport hazardous waste from individual residences to authorized 
HHW collection facilities.  This change is intended to provide additional flexibility in 
situations where local agencies contract with private haulers to provide door to door 
HHW services and/or don’t operate their own HHW facilities, while still requiring proper 
tracking through the system. 
 


