
Association of Bay Area Governments 
AT A GLANCE. . . 

Executive Board Activities and Actions, September 15, 2005 
President’s Report 
President Scott Haggerty noted that ABAG is playing a leadership role in bringing together local governments, water districts and key 
stakeholders around water issues, including integrated regional water management planning.  The Department of Water Resources 
anticipates that Planning Grants will be awarded in November and that proposals will be invited for Implementation Grants at the end of 
2005.  He reported that ABAG was commended by the State for its efforts in coordinating and encouraging integrated regional water 
management planning. 
President Haggerty reported that FEMA will announce a $3-million grant to MTC for the retrofit of the MetroCenter Building, which is owned 
by MTC and ABAG, and that BART will also be funded to deconstruct its headquarters building and retrofit the tunnel connection to their 
headquarters and control center.  The Bay Area will receive 10% of the available national funding.  He announced that a second round of 
proposals will likely be accepted by FEMA in December and that local governments should apply. 
President Haggerty announced that the Spring General Assembly and Business Meeting will be held in concert with the Conference 
Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake on April 20th at the Moscone Center in San Francisco.   
ABAG’s one-day session is part of a week-long conference is April 18-22 and promises to be the premier conference for disaster mitigation 
in 2006. 
Executive Director’s Report 
Henry Gardner reported that the California Legislature is joining other states with legislation in response to the recent U.S. Supreme Court 
decision regarding eminent domain.  He reported that the League of California Cities is gathering information on the use of eminent 
domain and its positive impacts, including the relocation of small businesses and residents to improved locations and improved housing. 
Gardner reported that staff has been pursuing a time extension and funding to undertake the next round of the Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation process.  He noted that the State Commission on Mandates has taken the position that councils of governments are not entitled 
to reimbursement for this work, although they are mandated by the State to perform it.  Conclusive determination regarding both time 
extension and funding is expected in the next few months. 
Gardner reported that the State Business, Transportation and Housing Agency has set aside $5-million for regions around the state to 
prepare Regional Blueprints, collaborative growth strategies similar to the Smart Growth Strategy/Regional Livability Footprint Project.  MTC 
and ABAG are jointly preparing an application for $800,000 for the region. 
Finally, Gardner noted that the Fall General Assembly, “Affordable Housing:  Myths and Reality – A Home for All,” is scheduled for October 
27, 2005, at the Marriott City Center, Oakland. 
Resolutions 
ABAG Officer Election Calendar  The Board endorsed a schedule for the election of President and Vice President for 2005, as provided by 
ABAG bylaws to be held every two years. 
Resolution No. 08-05 Authorizing Pre-Tax Payroll Deduction for CalPERS Service Credit Purchase  The Board authorized allowing employees 
to make tax-deferred contributions towards the purchase of additional CalPERS service credit at no additional costs to ABAG. 
Resolution 09-05 Supporting Application for California Regional Blueprint Planning Program Funding  The Board authorized supporting the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission/ABAG application for a California Regional Blueprint Planning grant. 
Protecting Children from Predatory Media 
Peter DeBenedittis, founder of Media Literacy, shared with the Board his work on the protection of children from predatory media and 
asked members to consider a draft resolution, which he distributed, that can be adopted by their respective jurisdictions. 
State Legislative Update 
Michael J. Arnold, ABAG’s legislative advocate, reported on recent state legislation, the propositions on the ballot for the upcoming special 
election, and other state actions of interests to local government. 
Arnold reported on efforts before the Commission on State Mandates concerning reimbursement for the RHNA process and state 
mandated local programs. 
He noted that legislators have been distracted by the November special elections.  He commented on three propositions submitted by the 
Governor:  Proposition 74, revising teacher tenure; Proposition 76, the living within our means act; Proposition 77, reapportionment of state 
legislative, congressional and state board of control districts, and noted others, including:  Proposition 75, paycheck protection initiative; 
the dueling drug benefits plans, industry supported Proposition 78 and the consumer groups supported Proposition 79; the parental 
notification 48-hours prior to performing an abortion on a minor, Proposition 73; and the proposition to re-regulate the electrical industry by 
giving additional power and authority to the Public Utilities Commission. 
Arnold said that many legislative matters have been sidetracked by the November special election.  Arnold stated that 2006 will be 
rancorous because it will be an election year, and that the outcome of issues in 2006 will be determined by the outcomes of the November 
special elections regarding the budget process, public employees union, etc. 
Keep California Beautiful Campaign 
Paul Dickinson, President of Keep California Beautiful, spoke about the Proud Community Program and announced that a local individual 
has pledged to cover first- and third-year membership costs for local governments that join the program.  Local governments who do so 
must cover costs for the second year in the program. 
Legislation & Governmental Organization Committee 
Rose Jacobs Gibson reported on discussions regarding CEQA reform and inputs in preparation for legislation; the status of the current 
legislative session; pending committee bills; the RHNA process and actions taken subsequent to the decision of the Commission on State 
Mandates.  The committee will discuss legislative priorities for 2006 at its November 17 meeting. 
Finance and Personnel Committee 
Peter McHugh reported that the committee reviewed and approved the preliminary year end financial reports, and reviewed and 
accepted the Executive Director’s presentation of the annual diversity and business report.  He also reported on the formation of an ad 
hoc group to establish a five-year strategy for the organization which will precede the development of a five-year operating budget. 
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