
 
LEGISLATION AND GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 

ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS 
Thursday, January 15, 2009 

 
Summary Minutes 

 
Members Present: 
Councilmember Desley Brooks, City of Oakland 
Supervisor David Cortese, County of Santa Clara, ABAG Immediate Past President  
Councilmember Dan Furtado, City of Campbell 
Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson, County of San Mateo, ABAG President 
Mayor Jack Gingles, City of Calistoga 
Mayor Mark Green, Union City, ABAG Vice President 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, County of Alameda 
Vice Mayor Kasie Hildenbrand, City of Dublin  
Supervisor Mike Kerns, County of Sonoma 
Supervisor Barbara Kondylis, County of Solano 
Supervisor Mark Luce, County of Napa 
 
Staff Present:  
Patricia Jones—ABAG  
Ezra Rapport – ABAG  
Kathleen Cha – ABAG  
 
1. Introductions:  San Mateo County Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson, ABAG 

President, called the meeting to order at 3:45. 
 
2. Minutes:  November 20, 2008, minutes were approved. 
 
3.   Election of 2009 L&GO Chair and Vice Chair 

Novato Councilmember Carole Dillon Knutson was elected to serve as L&GO chair 
and Sonoma County Supervisor Mike Kerns was elected to serve as Vice Chair. 

 
4.  Legislative Priorities for 2009 

After review of 2008 legislative priorities, the Committee proposed the following 
priority legislative areas for the 2009 Legislative Session: 
• Pursue legislation addressing focused integrated planning and 

environmentally healthy communities 
o Closely track legislation addressing Water planning and supply, the 

Peripheral Canal and Delta Solution 
 

• Pursue resources and incentives for planning, infrastructure and services to 
assist local governments and related climate change and land use solutions.   

o Continue legislative partnership with MTC on these issues. 
 



• Add bills reflecting recommendations from ABAG Youth Gun Violence Task 
Force and the Long Term Financial Disaster Recovery Planning Initiative  

 
• Support Finance legislation that includes balanced revenue streams and 

fiscal reform 
o Continue to work with the League of California Cities and the California 

State Association of Counties (CSAC) on structural budget reform.  
o Monitor unfunded state mandates of local programs and fiscal impacts on 

local governments— This overarching issue would be used to evaluate 
legislation. 

 
5.  2009 LEGISLATIVE SESSION—BILLS FOR CONSIDERATION**  

The Committee discussed seven newly introduced bills and recommended the 
following positions: 

 
AB 18 (Knight) Local Government: City Councils   Oppose 

 
AB 46 (Blakeslee) Energy: Energy Conservation Assistance   
Watch—need more information about the funding process being used and 
amounts proposed. 

 
AB 55 (Jeffries) Water Supply Planning   
Watch:  Needs clarification about current housing thresholds and proposed 
thresholds for other projects. 
 
SB 12 (Simitian) Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, Clean Drinking 
Water, Water Supply Security, and Environmental Improvement of 2009 
Watch:  more information needed on scope of Delta Water and Land Use 
Authority being proposed and its broad range of powers, in addition to its 
proposed purview over local land use decisions. 

 
SB 31 (Pavley) California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: Revenue 
Allocations 
Watch:  More information is needed about the revenues raised and what 
percentage would go to energy efficiency programs and research/technology and 
how that would affect funding other Pollution programs in the Air Pollution 
Control Fund  

 
The Committee also recommended a Watch position on two bills relating to stores 
charging fees on single use carryout bags:  
  

AB 68 (Brownley) Solid Waste: Single-use Carryout Bags and  
AB 87 (Davis) Single-use Carryout Bags: Environmental Effects—Mitigation  
There is need for more information on fee collection process and the committee 
recommended encouraging legislators to support and promote bag giveaway 
programs.  

 



 
6.  LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION 2009 

Staff reported that the ABAG Legislative Reception will be held January 28th in 
Sacramento at Chops Steakhouse, from 5:30 – 7:30.  All Legislators have received 
invitations and 5 responded immediately that they will attend.  Co-sponsors for this 
Reception include MTC and CSAC, with corporate sponsorship from Comcast.  
 
It was also noted that ABAG would participate in the CALCOG Legislative Reception 
in Sacramento on February 11th.   
 

7. Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 5 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
March 19, 2009. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


