
 
 
 
 
Submitted by:  Judy Kelly, Director 
  San Francisco Estuary Partnership 
 
Subject:  Endorsement of AB234, bill to mandate protective booming of ships during 

re-fueling operations in San Francisco Bay 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
AB234 (Huffman) 

 
 requires all marine transfer units to deploy boom prior to and for the duration of each oil 

transfer operation. In the event pre-booming is considered unsafe or ineffective, vessel 
operators may follow alternative measures for booming.  

 
 Requires vessel operators to file a Safe & Effective Threshold report to the Office of Spill 

Prevention and Response by July 2011. The report will identify the vessel’s thresholds 
for determining when conditions are safe and effective to pre-boom. OSPR will be 
required to develop a process for reviewing and approving those reports, and 
communicating with vessel operators in each situation that they do not pre-boom an oil 
transfer operation.  

 
 
Recommended Action 
 
Staff requests that the Legislation and Governmental Committee endorse the bill and recommend 
endorsement to the Executive Board.  
 
 


