
 
LEGISLATION AND GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 

ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS 

Thursday, September 15, 2005 
 

Summary Minutes 
 
Members Present: 
Councilmember Desley Brooks, City of Oakland  
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, County of Alameda  
Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson, County of San Mateo, Chair 
Mayor Carol Klatt, City of Daly City  
Supervisor Barbara Kondylis, County of Solano  
Supervisor Pete McHugh, County of Santa Clara  
Councilmember Julia Miller, City of Sunnyvale  
Councilmember Gwen Regalia, City of Walnut Creek 
Mayor Shelia Young, City of San Leandro, Vice Chair 
 
Also Present:  
Patricia Jones – ABAG 
Kathleen Cha – ABAG 
Ken Moy – ABAG 
Janet McBride – ABAG  
Supervisor Susan Adams—County of Marin 
Lila Hussain—Urban Habitat 
 
1.   Introductions:  Chair Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson opened the meeting at 3:45 and proceeded 
with discussions.  July 21 minutes were approved. 
 
2.  Review of CEQA, Housing and Infrastructure Funding Legislation and Potential for New 

Legislation and Strategies  
 
The Committee received a briefing from Janet McBride, ABAG Planning Director, on statewide 
hearings and discussion of CEQA-Housing-Infrastructure funding. She indicated that bills dealing with 
these issues became place holders or two-year bills, and that Senator Perata, with other legislators and 
stakeholders have formed an SB 832/SB1024 Working Group. This work group, which ABAG Staff has 
participated in, will meet again later this fall, and is looking for recommendations and bill language from 
local government and other public and private stakeholders to prepare a comprehensive approach to 
CEQA, housing, smart growth, land use planning, and infrastructure funding.    
 
Consequently the committee used these two bills as focal points for discussing housing and urban 
growth policies and the role CEQA plays in the development process.  They concluded that bill 
language related to exemptions, mitigation of project impacts on the environment, neighborhood 
improvement planning, linkages between infill development and affordable housing, all needed to be 
examined more closely.   
 
A Regional Planning Committee sub-group with L&GO will be working over the next few months to 
make recommendations and suggest bill language to the state’s SB 832/SB1024 Working Group as they 
continue crafting a comprehensive bill. 
 
 



3.  Review of Bill Status in the 2005 Legislative Session  
 
The committee received an update on legislation considered by the Committee this past year. The latest 
amendments to bills enrolled and sent to the Governor were reviewed. These included:  
 

AB 304  Building Standards/Seismic Retrofit of Soft Story Multi-unit Residential    
Buildings 

AB 1234  Local Agencies: Compensation and Ethics 
AB 1296  San Francisco Bay Area Water Trail  
AB 1383  Solar Energy—Low Income Housing Development Revolving Loan Program 

for Installation 
AB 1390  Housing Redevelopment Agencies—Low and Moderate Income Housing 

Funds 
SB 435   Housing Density Bonuses 
SB 575  Local Planning: Housing Development Projects  
SB 820     Water 

 
Bills that have become two-year bills were also noted: in particular, those addressing CEQA reform, 
water and land use planning, resources and water conservation.   
 
4.  Update on Status of RHNA Process, Commission on State Mandates’ Decisions, and Proposed  

Related Legislative Strategies 
 
Ken Moy, ABAG Legal Counsel, provided an update on the lawsuit filed by ABAG and SCAG against 
the Commission on State Mandates’ decisions to defund the Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
(RHNA) process. A court hearing on this topic will be held in Sacramento on November 18th. Legal 
briefs are due September 28th.   
 
Potential legislative strategies to change Commission’s process and its impact on COGs and local 
jurisdictions were suggested.  They included passing legislation to enforce a Super majority rule, and to 
moderate the language as it applies to local government about their ability to impose fees and levy taxes. 
 
Motion:  Because of time constraints, the Committee moved to defer discussion of “Legislative 
Priorities for 2006” to our next meeting on November 17. 
 
5.  Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 5 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 17, 
2005. 
 


