
  
 

LEGISLATION AND GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE 

ASSOCIATION OF BAY AREA GOVERNMENTS 

Thursday, November 18, 2004 
 

Summary Minutes 
Members Present: 
Mayor Irma Anderson, City of Richmond  
Councilmember Desley Brooks, City of Oakland 
Councilmember Carole Dillon-Knutson 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, County of Alameda 
Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson, County of San Mateo  
Vice Mayor Carol Klatt, City of Daly City 
Councilmember Julia Miller, City of Sunnyvale  
Councilmember Steve Rabinowitsh, City of Santa Rosa 
Councilmember Gwen Regalia, City of Walnut Creek 
Mayor Ken Slavens, City of St. Helena  
Mayor Shelia Young, City of San Leandro  
 
Also Present:  
Patricia Jones – ABAG 
Kathleen Cha—ABAG 
Henry Gardner—ABAG 
Alex Amoroso—ABAG  
 
1.   Introductions:  Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson opened the meeting at 3:40 p.m. 
 
2.   Minutes:  September 16, 2004, minutes were approved. 
 
3.   Review of New Laws from Housing Legislation  
Alex Amoroso, ABAG Principal Planner and member of the statewide Housing Element Working group 
that served as a Technical Advisory group to revising housing element process, discussed changes to the 
Housing Element Process. These changes are reflected in two bills recently chaptered into law:  

1) AB 2158 (Lowenthal) Local Planning--Housing Elements: Regional Housing Need; and 
2) AB 2348 (Mullin) Housing Element: Regional Housing Need.  

 
The four objectives that focus and clarify the regional housing need allocation process in these two bills 
were discussed. The objectives defined in the new laws are: 

• promote increasing the supply of housing equitably throughout the region and with each 
jurisdiction receiving a share of low and very low income units 

• promote infill development and socioeconomic equity, protect agricultural and environmental 
resources, and encourage efficient development patterns 

• promote an improved intraregional relationship between jobs and housing 
• redistribute the proportionate shares of lower income households away from those 

jurisdictions that have a disproportionately high share 
 
AB 2158 (Lowenthal): the Committee asked many questions about the specific RHND changes and 
discussed subregional agreements for allocating assigned housing numbers, consistency of process, and 
the identification and expansion of types of sites and programs available to develop housing during the 
Housing Element Cycle.    
 



SB 1818 (Hollingsworth) Density Bonuses: the Committee discussed the lack of state mandate funding, 
its bonus density flexibility, and the kinds of incentives or concessions that need to be offered by local 
government.  It was noted that the law now included a new 15% density bonus option for developers of 
market rate housing projects who donate land to local government that could accommodate housing for 
low income households.   

A handout with a detailed description of both bills’ specific changes and requirements was 
distributed to committee members prior to the meeting. 

Recommendation:  The Committee felt the detailed discussion of these laws was valuable and it 
was recommended to staff that a workshop or half day session be presented for cities and 
counties, and their planning staffs at a future date, to provide specific insights and implications 
of these and other new planning laws. 

 
4.  Strategic Planning for 2005 Legislative Session  
The Committee identified three priority issues for tracking during the 2005 Legislative Session: housing, 
land use, and transportation.  

The Committee also identified for their legislative examination areas of concern that would 
include infrastructure, the impact of Indian Casinos on local government land use and services, and the 
implications of California Performance Review recommendations on local jurisdictions.   

A legislative reception with legislators in conjunction with the League and/or CSAC, is also 
proposed for 2005. 
 
5.   Update on SB 849—Chapter 791, Statutes of 2004 
Pat Jones, ABAG Assistant Executive Director, reviewed the Governor’s message on signing SB 849 
and his recommendation to introduce legislation making the Secretary of the Business, Transportation 
and Housing Agency a member of ABAG MTC Joint Policy Committee.   

The JPC will be meeting to address the Committee make-up with the addition of representation 
from Bay Area Air Quality Management District as required by SB 849. 
 
Under Announcements:  Committee member Gwen Regalia announced that she is the new CALCOG 
President and looks forward to our working together on these issues regionally and statewide.   
 
Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 

 The next meeting is scheduled for January 20, 2005. 
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