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Open Space Strategies 
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Water Trail Vision                                          

 
A network of 
landing and 
launching sites 
around the nine-
county Bay Area 
for non-motorized 
small boats 
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Water Trail Vision 
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Benefits 
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Origin 

1990s - Vision of Bay Access, Inc. 
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Origin 

2005 - Water Trail Act (AB 1296, Hancock) 
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Four Agency Partnership 

• State Coastal Conservancy 
• Association of Bay Area Governments 
• San Francisco Bay Conservation and 

Development Commission 
• California Department of Boating and 

Waterways 
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Water Trail Plan 
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State Coastal Conservancy  
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ABAG 

www.sfbaywatertrail.org 



Governance Structure 
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Advisory Committee 

• Accessibility expert 
• Bay Access, Inc. 
• CA Assoc of Harbor Masters 
• CA Fish and Wildlife Service 
• US Fish and Wildlife Service 
• County or Local Parks 
• East Bay Regional Park 

District 
 
 

• Hospitality Industry 
• Outfitter/Tour Guide 
• National Park Service 
• US Coast Guard 
• Wildlife/habitat          

Protection Organization 
• State Parks 
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Recent Accomplishments 

Tidewater Boating Center 
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Recent Accomplishments 
Angel Island State Park 
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Recent Accomplishments 

• Palo Alto Sailing Station 
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Recent Accomplishments 
Survey of Water Trail users 
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Recent Accomplishments 

Logo and Website 
 
www.sfbaywatertrail.org 
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Recent Accomplishments 

Brochure 
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Recent Accomplishments 
Sign Program 
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Looking Forward – Short Term 

• Grant program 
• Expand outreach efforts 

www.sfbaywatertrail.org 

  



Looking Forward – Short Term 

• Water Trail 
Accessibility 
Plan 

• Site 
Designations 

• Additional 
Funding 
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Looking Forward – Long Term 

• Stewardship and 
Docent Program 

• Guidebook 
•  Events  
• Long-term 

funding 
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RPC Action   

Provide guidance on 
outreach efforts to 
shoreline agencies and 
jurisdictions 

– Highest impact 
– Key organizations 

www.sfbaywatertrail.org 
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RPC Action   

Recommend the 
ABAG Executive 
Board adopt the 
resolution 
endorsing the 
Water Trail 

www.sfbaywatertrail.org 
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