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Background 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) created a Sustainable Communities 
Regional Planning Grant program in 2010 in support of the Sustainable Communities Partnership 
between HUD, the Department of Transportation, and the Environmental Protection Agency.  The 
program is designed to create stronger, more sustainable communities by integrating housing and jobs 
planning, fostering local innovation and building a clean energy economy.  The program places a high 
level of importance on the engagement of, and support for, disadvantaged communities within each 
metropolitan region. 
 

San Francisco Bay Area Regional Prosperity Plan 

HUD awarded MTC a $5 million grant on behalf of the San Francisco Bay Area, with work beginning 
this summer. The grant application was co-sponsored by ABAG, 20 cities and counties, as well as a 
dozen non-profit partners, with more partners expected to join in the work over the course of the grant 
(through February 2015 [a copy of the full grant application is available at 
http://www.onebayarea.org/plan_bay_area/]) and includes the following two major areas of work: 

Regional Prosperity Plan: Building off of the work by the Bay Area Economic Institute, Plan Bay Area, 
and the Great Communities Collaborative, to develop a regional economic development strategy, with a 
special focus on low- and middle-income jobs that offer clear paths for advancement.  The need for this 
work is made clear by the lack of sustained job growth between 1990-2010. 
 
Regional Affordable Housing Strategy:  Building on the work of FOCUS and Plan Bay Area, support 
the preservation and production of affordable housing throughout the region. This work will include an 
examination of affordable housing feasibility, an exploration of new funding tools, and identify potential 
displacement pressures associated with short and long-term economic growth.  
 
These work elements are complemented by an extensive community engagement process (Equity 
Collaborative) and pilot project grants.  Grants will be awarded to both cities and non-profit 
organizations, with collaborative projects between private and public entities anticipated.   
The proposed organizational structure found in the attached chart shows how the workplan and funds are 
proposed to be managed in a partnership effort of diverse stakeholders and public agencies as required 
by the HUD Notice of Fund Availability.  The Steering Committee will recommend funding decisions to 
the Commission for final action. 
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Recommended Action 
 
This is an Information Item. No action is required 
 
 
Next Steps 
 
MTC and ABAG will each identify three Policy Board members to participate in the Steering 
Committee, with the first meeting of the Steering Committee planned for September 2012.  The two 
workgroups and Equity Collaborative will have a Co-Chair structure that will rotate annually with 
regular meetings and work beginning in July. 
 
Staff will be reaching out again to cities and Non-Profit Organizations (NGOs) throughout the region to 
increase participation in the process and future grant opportunities.   
 
 
 
 
 


