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M E M O 
Date:   August 3, 2011  

To:  ABAG Regional Planning Committee 

From:  Danielle Hutchings, Earthquake and Hazards Program Coordinator 

Re:   Bay Area Regional Disaster Resilience Initiative 

 

Background/Efforts to Date 

ABAG has been actively leading efforts to develop a Bay Area Disaster Recovery and Resilience Action Plan, 
particularly in regard to major earthquakes. With partial funding from the Bay Area UASI, over the next 14 
months ABAG will convene stakeholder organizations to actively identify Bay Area capabilities and gaps, and 
specific activities to improve the Bay Area’s capacity to withstand, adapt and rapidly recovery from a major 
earthquake or other disaster.  

With input from RPC members, ABAG staff has developed a comprehensive stakeholder coalition of nearly 300 
members representing organizations and agencies, including: Federal and state; county and city emergency 
managers and other staff from planning, building and administration; water and wastewater agencies; energy 
providers; transportation and transit agencies; IT/communications providers; universities, colleges and schools; 
tourism; health and healthcare; banking and finance companies; non-profit and social services agencies; print, 
radio and TV news stations;  major employers; and other regional agencies. 

This Recovery and Resilience Action Plan will be the major outcome of ABAG’s Disaster Resilience Initiative. 
The Resilience Initiative will address issues of mitigation as well as recovery planning for major earthquakes and 
other disasters. ABAG will internally establish a Regional Disaster Resilience Council through expanding the 
Regional Planning Committee to include four additional organizations representing key stakeholder constituencies 
not currently represented on RPC:  utilities, mass care/social services, universities/research, and 
hospitals/healthcare.  The organizations identified to be invited are:   

 California Utilities Emergency Association  

 American Red Cross Bay Area  

 UC Berkeley Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (PEER) or Center for Information 
Technology Research in the Interest of Society (CITRIS)  

 Alameda County Medical Center or Oakland Children’s Hospital  

The role of the Resilience Council will be to address issues of interest and provide input to the Bay Area Disaster 
Recovery and Resilience Plan and subsequent ABAG projects within the Resilience Initiative. RPC members 
have indicated their support for the Resilience Council and a willingness to participate in quarterly meetings. 
Members have also recommended that Resilience Council meetings be held separately from RPC meetings in 
order to give resilience issues sufficient attention.  

Recommended Actions 

ABAG staff recommends RPC take the following actions: 

 Endorse four recommended additional members to comprise the Resilience Council and allow staff to 
extend an invitation to these organizations.  
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 Hold the initial meeting of the Resilience Council in conjunction with the next RPC meeting in October to 
enable the Council to provide valuable input to the Resilience Initiative as it gets underway. 
Subsequently, Resilience Council meetings will be held in intervening months from RPC meetings at the 
same time and location as RPC meetings.  

Attachments            

1) Updated Proposed Bay Area Regional Disaster Resilience Action Plan Initiative. Focus: Recovery and 
Restoration 

 


