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Date: September 28, 2016 

To: Regional Planning Committee 

From: Miriam Chion, ABAG Planning and Research Director 

Subject: Session Overview  - October 5, 2016 

 

At our last meeting, we had a substantial discussion on the Bay Trail and Water Trail and 

the Committee took action supporting the funding strategies.  We also received substantial 

input on the Plan Bay Area – Draft Preferred Scenario, but we ran out of time to address the 

many comments and questions or tofocus on the Implementation Actions.  Thus,  we are 

continuing the discussion of Plan Bay Area to ensure we get Committee guidance on the 

Plan update before approval of the Final Preferred Scenario in November.  We will be 

accepting comments through October 14, 2016.   

 

Our agenda includes two other items: Priority Production Areas and ABAG/MTC staff 

consolidation.  The Priority Production Areas item addresses the economic vitality 

component of our regional strategies.  The purpose of ABAG/MTC staff consolidation is to 

brief you on progress to date, get your  input and address any questions.   

   

At our ABAG Executive Board meeting in September, the board approved the execution of 

the Joint Powers Agreement for the San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority.  “The 

Authority will use this regional revenue -estimated to be $25 million per year - to leverage 

Federal and State efforts to restore wetlands in San Francisco Bay with significant co-

benefits for the region.” (ABAG EB Memo August 29, 2016).  This board meeting  also 

featured substantial presentations of two ABAG’s local collaboration programs, energy 

conservation and resilience.  (Additional information 

http://abag.ca.gov/abag/events/agendas/e091516a.htm)  

 

Ezra Rapport, our ABAG Executive Director,  has resigned from ABAG, effective September 

30.  Ezra has worked very hard to support our Council of Governments by expanding our 

service programs, sharpening our planning efforts and constantly exploring new ideas and 

possibilities.  He supported an organization that embraces innovation, communication and 

engagement with multiple stakeholders.  We were very fortunate to have his leadership 

over the past years. Brad Paul will be assuming Ezra’s major responsibilities.  He will be 

joined by Ken Moy, Courtney Ruby and Miriam Chion, the executive management team, to 
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ensure that all executive responsibilities are covered,  including the ABAG/MTC staff 

consolidation.  

 

 

Regional Planning Committee Subcommittee Meetings 

 Housing Subcommittee:  

 Wednesday, October 5th  10:30 am – 12:30 pm (Metro Center, 375 Beale 

 Street) Continue review of current housing tasks, recent housing data and 

 discussion of priorities for 2016-2017. 

 

 Infrastructure Subcommittee:  

o October 12th, 2:00 - 4:00 (Metro Center, 375 Beale Street) 

Recap findings from July and September meetings and develop specific 

findings and recommendations for ABAG's RPC and Executive Board in 

December 2016 and January 2017. 

o November 10th, 1:00 - 6:30 Bay Area Confluence 

http://www.abag.ca.gov/resilience/bay_area_confluence_2016.html 

(Oakland Museum, 1000 Oak Street) Join decision makers from cities, 

counties, special districts, and utilities in responding to the call to action to 

address the region's 21st century water infrastructure challenges. The event 

continues the work of the Association of Bay Area Governments' Regional 

Planning Subcommittee on Infrastructure in strengthening collaboration 

around critical infrastructure solutions. This half-day conference brings 

together elected officials, utility managers, and interested stakeholders in 

three key panel discussions, with a reception to follow.  
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