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Executive Summary

In conversation with Regional Planning Committee members and local jurisdictions, the issue of how proposed
growth will impact schools and education is frequently part of discussions pertaining to planning and
development. In areas where school districts are perceived to be high quality, concerns are generally on how to
ensure that new population growth does not overwhelm the school system. In areas where school districts are
perceived negatively, concerns are that the areas will not be successful at attracting new residential development
unless the schools can demonstrate high achievement. Both local staff and elected officials have asked for
ABAG’s support to frame these issues in a way that the public can understand. Although school planning is
outside of ABAG’s authority, the agency agrees that a productive regional framework for planning and
development must address the role of schools and to the extent possible facilitate high quality education in
targeted development areas.

As part of the FOCUS program, ABAG and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) have
commenced work on schools in Priority Development Areas (PDAs) with the UC Berkeley Center for Cities &
Schools (CC&S). CC&S will work in collaboration with the FOCUS program, Priority Development Area (PDA)
jurisdictions, and school districts to articulate the role of schools and education in planning processes, and the sets
of challenges and potential solutions relative to involving schools and school districts in local and regional
planning. This work will identify opportunities for connections to education in relation to the Sustainable
Communities Strategies (SCS) and SB375, as well as upcoming cross-sector federal initiatives such as Choice
Neighborhoods, Promise Neighborhoods, and Sustainable Communities. In addition, the work is geared to
identify state-level policies that serve as barriers to fostering successful infill schools, as well as state-level
funding opportunities.

Specifically, the proposed scope of work is organized around four major activities:

1. Case Study Documentation of Schools in Two Station-Area Plans (Oakland Lake Merritt Station Area
and San Jose Diridon Station Areas)

2. Capacity-Building Support of ABAG and local governments, especially PDAs

3. Two Sub-Regional Roundtables

4. Policy paper and Findings Dissemination

As the RPC has discussed at a previous meetings, one of the first significant “building blocks” for the Sustainable
Communities Strategy will be an Assessment of planning and development in the Priority Development Areas.
As part of this work, ABAG and CC&S will identify several school-related indicators to include in the
assessment.
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