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Date:   December 2, 2009 
 
To: Regional Planning Committee (RPC) 
 
From: Jeanne Perkins, ABAG Earthquake and Hazards Program Consultant 
 Danielle Hutchings, ABAG Earthquake and Hazards Specialist 
 
Re: Resolution Endorsing Planning Process of the Update to the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
______________________________________________________________________ 
For the past two years, the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) has led an effort by the cities 
and counties of the Bay Area to update the region’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. This effort has 
included:  

♦ eight workshops on recovery issues with the RPC intended to strengthen the priority setting for 
mitigation efforts,  

♦ three workshops with sewer, water and transit agency staff to identify mitigation priorities,  
♦ five sub-regional workshops with local government staff to identify regional mitigation priorities,  
♦ three regional workshops to review draft priorities with subject experts and local government 

staff on the topics of earthquakes, wildfire and flooding,  
♦ numerous meetings of its two technical advisory committees on this topic, and 
♦ numerous discussions at workshops held by other organizations describing the process and 

encouraging feedback.   
To date, 112 local jurisdictions are officially participating in the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, while 
every city and county in the Bay Area has been a partner in this effort. This represents a huge 
improvement from the initial development of this plan five years ago where 87 local jurisdictions 
participated in the plan. We believe that ABAG’s multi-jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan is 
the largest in the country and is model of disaster planning and collaboration. 

The Local Hazard Mitigation Plan was submitted to the California Emergency Management Agency 
(CalEMA) for review on October 22, 2009 and will be sent to FEMA for final approval, with some 
revisions per CalEMA comments, in January. 

ABAG has learned that there is a perception at CalEMA that the effort to update the Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan has not been a true collaborative effort and that the local governments of the Bay Area 
have not been full partners in this process. We believe that this misunderstanding is driven by a lack of 
understanding of the function and mission of ABAG in the Bay Area. 

Therefore, ABAG staff is seeking the RPC’s endorsement of the planning process and the collaborative 
effort of the updated multi-jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.    


