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+ You will soon receive notification of the next meeting date. Expect the meeting to be

held at the State Building in Oakland. We are again looking for lunch sponsorships (e-
mail Marci Loss about how to sponsor marcil@abag.ca.gov). Thank you to those
members who have already underwritten lunches. ....As some of you already know, a

consultant selection process is moving forward for facilitation and strategic planning
services. ....The Steering Committee will convene in the interim to prepare for the
meeting..... The Bay Area IRWMP participants and the State Coastal Conservancy
partners are moving ahead with their scopes of work, while the State of California
finalizes its program for processing Proposition 50 IRWMP proposals for funding.

In the interim here, the following news and information may be useful to you and your
colleagues.

Highlights:

Call for Nominations

Flood Management Workshop

California Watershed Assessment Guide available on-line

California Water Policy Conference X1V

Bay Pilot Desalination Plant — Marin Independent Journal

Watershed research website

UC Berkeley Water Resources Archives Fall 2004 Colloquium Series

ACWA Fall Conference and Exhibition

Long term Implications for Water Bill — Sac Bee

State risks lawsuits, infighting over Delta, environmentalists warn — Associated Press
No More Free Russian River Water — S. Rosa Press Democrat

Early Rainfall Helps Guarantee Water Supplies to Solano County — Fairfield Republic
Napa County Supervisors Eye Ways to Spend Flood Funds — Napa Valley Register
DWR Announces Availability of Groundwater Grants

Around the Bay Region



+ CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
A call for nominations for a new national award, recognizing leadership in
Countywide land conservation programs, was made by the Trust for Public Land
(TPL) and the National Association of Counties (NACo). Since 1995, more than
100 counties have passed bonds and revenues to support investments in open
space, parks, watersheds, recreational lands, and wildlife preserves.
Counties are playing a leading role in local and regional land conservation
planning. This new TPL-NACo award, the County Leadership in Conservation
award, recognizes leadership, innovation, and successful implementation of
park and recreational investment by county leaders. The deadline for
submissions is November 19 and the awards will be presented at an annual
conservation awards program in Washington, D.C. in March 2005.

Additional information and nomination forms can be accessed on the web at
http://www.tpl.org/awards or http://www.naco.org/conservationawards or by
calling 617.367.6200.

4+ Flood Management Workshop, November 9t and 10t%, Sacramento
Convention Center

http://wwwowe.water.ca.gov/newsreleases/2004/10-05-04Flood Workshop.pdf

4+ California Watershed Assessment Guide available on-line
http://cwam.ucdavis.edu/

+ California Water Policy Conference XIV
http://www.cawaterpolicy.org/

+ Bay Pilot Desalination Plant - Marin Municipal Water District

http://www.marinij.com/cda/article/print/0,1674,234%257E24407%257E2451787,00.html

+ WATERSHED RESEARCH - State Enhances Web Site, Creates Central

Location For California Waterways Data
News release, California Department of Water Resources - 10/13/04

SACRAMENTO - A comprehensive access point for data related to the health
of California's waterways has been created at www.baydelta.ca.gov
<outbind://77/www .baydelta.ca.gov> . Thanks to a joint effort by four

State agencies and the Moss Landing Marine Laboratory the Web site has

been enhanced to allow state waterways information to be available to
users on an ongoing basis.

"Scientists, engineers, stakeholders, decision makers and the general
public will all now have a place to gain information on the health of



California's waterways," said Resources Agency Secretary Mike Chrisman.
"This is a great step in allowing scientists and engineers access to the

data they need to inform decision makers and the public about the health
of our state's water system."

The California Resources Agency in partnership with the California
Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA), the Department of Water
Resources (DWR), the State water Resources Control Board and the Moss
Landing Marine Laboratory have created a central location where
waterways data may be retrieved. Previously, factual information had
been located among various agencies making the data difficult to locate
and retrieve. Inconsistent formats also required even more time to merge
the data before analyses could be done.

Working together, the five entities implemented a data management and
sharing system that consolidated environmental data from many different
sources into a consistent format in one location. More than 50 other
organizations currently contribute data voluntarily to the Web site. In
addition, the state agencies and Moss Landing Marine Laboratories are
using their combined resources to include information from more groups
throughout the state in an ongoing expansion of their data sharing
process.

Each of the five entities contributes to the Web site in different ways:

The Resources Agency's CERES system (http://ceres.ca.gov/
<http://ceres.ca.gov/> ) facilitates the overall process by cataloging

the various environmental monitoring programs throughout the state.
Cal/EPA is working with the U.S. EPA to integrate the state's
environmental regulatory data. DWR manages data sharing for the network
and provides distribution services to support the system.

The SWRCB created the Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP)
that along with Moss Landing Marine Laboratories is gathering and

combining data about surface water quality. SWAMP has developed

standards required for water boards, or any group collecting

environmental monitoring data, using funds from Propositions 13, 40 and

50. More information on the SWAMP Program is available at:
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/swamp <http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/swamp>

This effort will expand the information currently available through the
California Data Exchange Center (CDEC). CDEC makes available river flow,
snow survey, weather, and Delta water quality and related information

at: http://cdec.water.ca.gov <http://cdec.water.ca.gov/> .#

4+ U.C. Berkeley Water Resources Archives Fall Colloquium Series
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/WRCA/ccow.html




+ Association of California Water Agencies’ Fall Conference and Exhibition
http://www.acwanet.com/events/FC04 conference.asp

+ Long-term implications of water bill
Years of politicking come to fruition when Cal-Fed deal is signed.
Sacramento Bee (also published in Fresno Bee) - 10/17/04
By Michael Doyle, staff writer

WASHINGTON - President Bush is about to sign a $395 million California water bill that's also a case
study in how Congress works. The bill certainly creates waves. It authorizes studies of dams on the
upper San Joaquin River and in Colusa County. It tries to ensure Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta water
quality. It prescribes Tracy Pumping Plant fish screens and other environmental protections.

"I've been working on this issue for more than a decade," a relieved Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., said
when the House of Representatives approved it Oct. 6.

But there's also more than meets the eye in the Cal-Fed legislation formally sent to the White House on
Wednesday. It showcases the kind of subsurface deal-making, creative ambiguity and occasional
sleight-of-hand that enable a bill to become law. Starting with the bill's putative cost, the $395 million
price tag.

"The number is not real,” acknowledged Martinez Democrat George Miller, a senior member of the
House Resources Committee, "but it got (the program) authorized."

In fact, the evolving price tag reveals several tricks of the legislative trade.

The Cal-Fed provisions themselves account for $389 million. The other $6 million comes from a last-
minute addition of El Dorado County water studies not previously approved by either the House or the
Senate.

Negotiators folded them in to lure influential Republican Rep. John Doolittle of Rocklin.

"We wanted Congressman Doolittle to feel positive about the bill," one Capitol Hill negotiator said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

Targeting provisions to build support is, of course, essential to the legislative art. Doolittle successfully
pressed for other elements, like securing greater clarification in Cal-Fed spending.

Tracy Republican Richard Pombo, chairman of the House Resources Committee, won language
potentially freeing up New Melones Reservoir water for San Joaquin County residents. California labor
unions, business groups and farmers all eventually found enough in the bill to support it.

But while giving with one hand, lawmakers had to subtract with another.

Feinstein's original Cal-Fed bill had an open-ended price estimated at upward of $2.4 billion. She tried
again with an $880 million bill.

The Bush administration wanted it smaller. The chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee insisted on a $400 million upper limit.



So lawmakers began cutting. More importantly, they reasoned the price tag was actually smaller than
originally thought.

Existing laws already authorized some work, like studying upper San Joaquin River water storage.
Lawmakers still wanted this work enumerated in the new Cal-Fed bill, to emphasize their priorities.
However, they also figured this previously authorized work need not count toward the Cal-Fed bill's
total cost.

More a conceptual breakthrough than an actual cost-cutting, this nonetheless solved several problems,
including a complex and lingering wage-rate dispute.

Equally important, the price recalculation made the legislation palatable to other states.

"In this climate, with the deficit, we had to drive the number down," Miller said, "especially with this
being a California-only bill."

New Mexico's senior senator, Republican Pete Domenici, commanded special attention because he
chairs both the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee and the Senate's energy and water
appropriations subcommittee. He pointedly reminded California lawmakers that he had "worked very
hard to get a California bill for you and your people."

His reported commitments include $11 million in fiscal 2005 for work on four water-storage studies, but
he's not simply being nice.

"Around here, there's a little word called reciprocity," Domenici said. "There will be some of our
(projects) coming down the pike, and we expect (the Californians) will be forever grateful.”

Success on a bill takes uncommon persistence, the kind that Feinstein, by all accounts, showed.

"I can't tell you how many times she has buttonholed me on the Senate floor, and said, 'Remember, Cal-
Fed is my biggest priority this year,' " said Sen. Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico, the senior Democrat on
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

Association of California Water Agencies lobbyist Dave Reynolds agreed that Feinstein "really put her
heart and soul" into the frequently frustrating Cal-Fed negotiations.

On the other side of the Capitol, Pombo and Covina Republican Ken Calvert, chairman of the House
energy and water subcommittee, likewise kept plugging away along with their staffs.

Interest groups, too, kept hectoring Capitol Hill and the Bush administration.

Often, they were dealing with old friends. Jason Peltier, a top Interior Department negotiator, formerly
represented the Central Valley Project Water Association.

Three organizations alone - the Westlands Water District, the Central Valley Project Water Association
and the Association of California Water Agencies - reported spending a total of about $1 million on
lobbying between 2001 and 2003. This covered all kinds of water issues, but lobbyists weren't the only
ones working the Cal-Fed issue.



Westlands General Manager Tom Birmingham recalled that in the past year and a half, Cal-Fed
business brought him to Washington every month.

Ultimately, Westlands could not secure some specific water-delivery guarantees the district originally
sought. But Birmingham also noted that enthusiasm for the bill grew following a July 2003 agreement
over how to implement Cal-Fed.

The biggest struggle, though, turned on so-called "preauthorization language."
Usually, Congress authorizes a study and then, if the study looks favorable, takes a second vote to
authorize construction. Westerners like Mariposa Republican George Radanovich wanted to change

that, so that construction would proceed unless Congress took a second vote not to build the dam.

Preauthorization skeptics are "radical environmental extremists," freshman Visalia Republican Devin
Nunes said repeatedly.

Environmental groups did, in fact, oppose the provision. But so did experienced staffers and
lawmakers, citing fears of setting a new dam-building precedent.

The resistance, in part, was institutional. Domenici, who joined the Senate in 1973, the year Nunes was
born, wouldn't sign on. Neither would Bingaman, a senator since 1983.

The Senate ultimately prevailed.

Still, negotiators credit the persistence of Nunes and others with moving the Senate to accept other
language that propels water-storage construction. The Interior Department must now declare Cal-Fed
out of balance if Congress doesn't approve the dams.

The precise consequences remain unclear, although it could provide grounds for future lawsuits. But
the ambiguities notwithstanding, this deal and myriad others calmed the waters sufficiently for Cal-

Fed's ultimate passage.

"It is a rare occasion, I hope marking a turning point, where we are solving our problems by coming
together," Fresno-area Democrat Cal Dooley said.#

http://www.sacbee.com/content/politics/story/11123584p-12040009c.html

+ State risks lawsuits, infighting over Delta, environmentalists warn
Associated Press - 10/14/04 By Don Thompson, staff writer

SACRAMENTO - California is at risk of returning to the days when
lawsuits and constant infighting stalled water policy and efforts to
restore the fragile Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, 21 environmental
groups warned Wednesday.

Congress just last week sent President Bush a bill authorizing the
California Federal Bay-Delta Program, better known as CalFed, after a

decade of dispute.

But the environmental groups are upset state and federal water agencies

6



are proceeding unilaterally with approving dozens of water contracts
that would send more water flowing from Northern California through the
Delta to Los Angeles and San Diego.

The agreement was hammered out in a series of closed-door sessions in
Napa in July 2003, while the environmental groups said it should have
been negotiated in public through CalFed.

"The back room deals have turned the CalFed process into a sham," said
Barry Nelson of the National Resources Defense Council. "The program's
falling apart.”

His was one of the 21 groups appealing to the authority at its meeting
Wednesday to pressure the federal Bureau of Reclamation and state
Department of Water Resources to start over and work through CalFed.

The alternative is a return to the pre-CalFed years marked by protracted
battles between farmers, fishermen, environmentalists and residential
users over scarce water, the critics said.

"This is the reason CalFed was created, was to prevent this kind of dumb
mistake from happening,” Nelson said.

The environmental groups, which include commercial and sport fishermen,
contend the agreements would harm Northern California rivers and
wildlife, along with water quality and quantity in the Delta. Water
regulators say that's not the case.

"We understand their concerns, many of which apply to decisions that
have yet to be made," responded CalFed spokesman Keith Coolidge. The
public - and the interest groups - will have plenty of opportunity to
weigh in, he said.

"It would be unfortunate if we could not reach a collaborative agreement
and would revert to lawsuits," Coolidge said. "We're trying not to get
there."

+ No more free Russian River water.
http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p action=print

+ Early Rainfall Helps Guarantee Water Supplies to Solano County
http://www.dailyrepublic.com/articles/2004/10/20/news/news1.txt

+ Napa County Supervisors Eye Ways to Spend Flood Funds
http://www.napanews.com/templates/index.cfm?template=story full&id=33BF89AA-6960-4417-BECE-
3B5EFE2CF1AB

+ DWR Announces Availability of Groundwater Grants

http://wwwowe.water.ca.gov/newsreleases/2004/10-08-04groundwater.cfm




4+ Around the Bay Region:

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission Capital Improvements Update
http://stwater.org/detail.cfm/MC 1D/7/MSC ID/6/MTO ID/NULL/C 1D/1451

Bay Area Water Conservation and Water Supply Agency Information
http://www.bawsca.org/

Zone 7 Water Agency Information
http://www.zone7water.com/current.html

Solano County Water Agency Information
http://www.scwa2.com/info.html

Sonoma County Water Agency Information
http://www.scwa.ca.gov/projects.html

Contra Costa County Water District Information
http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/depart/cd/water agency.htm

Santa Clara Valley Water District Information
http://www.heynoah.com/

Contra Costa Water District Information
http://www.ccwater.com/

Marin Municipal Water District Information
http://www.marinwater.org/whatsnew.html

East Bay Municipal Water District Information
http://www.ebmud.com/

Bay Area Regional Water Quality Control Board
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/

The Bay Institute
http://www.bay.org/main.htm

State Coastal Conservancy
http://www.coastalconservancy.ca.gov/index.htm

League of Women Voters of the Bay Area
http://www.lwvba-ca.org/
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