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Date:   February 14, 2005 
 
 
With expanded funding for public 
participation and a renewed emphasis 
on outreach, we hope to kindle greater 
interest in regional water planning. If 
you are new to this mailing list, it is due 
to efforts by staff to identify decision 
makers, planning and engineering 
professionals, members of the public 
and others who are engaged with water 
planning and management, watersheds, 
ecosystem restoration, floodplain 
management, water quality, water 
conservation and recycling and 
water/land use issues.  If this memo has 
been misdirected, please let us know 
and thanks for passing it along to 
someone in your organization who may 
be interested in receiving future 
informational mailings and attending 
meetings at the Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG). 
 
February, March, April and May will be 
busy months for the Task Force/Water 
Forum as the State of California’s 
deadline for submission of proposals for 
planning and implementation grant 
funds under Proposition 50 (Water 
Bond) approaches.  Integrated regional water management planning (IRWMP) programs 
vary and the Bay Region is certain to offer a unique perspective to State water planners 
and managers. If you are new to the concept of IRWMP, please see the Dept. of Water 
Resources web site of information at  
http://www.grantsloans.water.ca.gov/grants/integregio.cfm

 

Mokelumne River.  The East Bay Municipal 
Utility District receives water from Pardee 
Reservoir on the Mokelumne River. This water is 
conveyed by the Mokelumne Aqueduct to the 
East Bay MUD's service area, which includes 
Oakland, Berkeley, Richmond, and Walnut 
Creek. 

Photo credit: Foothill Conservancy 
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The ABAG Executive Board has appointed and ratified three new members to the Task Force.  
We welcome each of you.  

 
 al Utility District 

 
We o we ter Forum: 

  

 
 
 ity of Novato 

 ard 

 Jim King, Napa County Planning Commission 

d 

 to our process, the ABAG-CALFED Task Force

Vice Mayor of Benicia, Elizabeth Patterson  

Cynthia Koehler, Board Member, Marin Municip

Vice-Mayor of Redwood City,  Barbara Pierce  

 als lcome new participants with the Task Force/Wa

Remy Goldsmith, Rep. Ellen Tauscher’s office

Tomi Van De Brooke, California Alliance for Jobs 

Paul Melliker, Marin Municipal Water District 

Council Member, Carole Dillon-Knutson, C

Ann Riley, SF Regional Water Quality Control Bo

 John Burg, Contra Costa Water District 

 Jerry Brown, Contra Costa Water District 

 Megan Clark, LGVSD 

 
For a variety of reasons, the Task Force and Water Forum meetings will be 
professionally facilitated for the foreseeable future.  For those unfamiliar with facilitate
meetings, the format is unlike that of a normal business meeting.  The facilitator may 
review “ground rules” for open discussion, for example, and make other suggestions 
about communications goals and styles.   
 

or newcomersF  is a body of elected 
fficials from  the ABAG 

s.  
The Task Fo

o  local governments and water districts that are appointed by
Executive Board, with non-voting participants from non-governmental organization

rce sits concurrently with a newly formed Bay Area Water Forum which is 
non-voting, consensu

orce/Water Forum is currently funded through grants and in-kind contributions from the 
s and broad-based with an open membership. The Task 

F
membership.  
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Mu f th
com ttees
Co ittee
and rtici
are ilab

e Rippey 

 Ad Hoc Budgetary and Strategic Planning Sub-Committee – Chairman Mike 
Rippey 

 Ecosystem Restoration and Implementation Sub-Committee– Chairman Larry 
Kolb 

 Group, aided by ABAG Communications staff, also meets 
sub-committees and the Task Force/Forum as a whole.   

 
 

 
ch o e preparatory work for the Task Force/Water Forum is accomplished in sub-
mi  and work groups.  The Ecosystem Restoration and Implementation Sub-

mm  meets under the auspices of the San Francisco Estuary Project.  Members 
pants are pa  encouraged to join a subcommittee or work group. Sign up sheets 

 ava le at each Task Force/Water Forum meeting.  
 

 Water and Land Use Sub-Committee -  Chairman John Coleman 

 Legislative and Policy Initiatives Sub-Committee – Chairman Mik

 
A Communications Work
regularly to assist 

 
 
 

  
 

EWS INKS N L  

SFPUC Revamps, Refocuses Hetch Hetchy Water System Improvement Program for Seismic Reliability, Drought 
rotection, Environmental Stewardship Commission OK’s New $4.3 Billion Program to Rebuild Aging Hetch Hetchy Water 

mental Review     http://sfwater.org/detail.cfm/MC_ID/5/MSC_ID/74/MTO_ID/114/C_ID/2379
P
System for Environ

Lawsuit challenges plan to increase pumping from delta 
ttp://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2005/02/16/BAGDLBBHO61.DTLh

 
Contra Costa County: Supervisors vote to hold the line on urban growth  

www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2005/02/16/BAGTLBBL641.DTL http://
 
Cost soars for He
http://sfgate.com/

tch Hetchy fix : Higher water bills could fund upgrade 
cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2005/02/08/MNGHOB7L8C1.DT

 
 
.                           
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 SPECIAL REPORTS – AGENCY / ASSOCIATIONS 

 
Water Resources Center Archives: University of California at Berkeley 
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/WRCA/
01.27.05::  CALFED Administrative Record available for research at the Archives:  The California 

y-Delta Authority oversees 25 state and federal agencies working cooperatively to improve the 
ter supplies while restoring the Bay-Delta ecosystem. Several 

le to researchers in CD-ROM 
re. Please 

 if you would like 
 make an appointment to visit the Archives 

t’s Office 

Ba
quality and reliability of California’s wa
years ago, the Authority compiled an 
administrative record that contains every 
document produced by CALFED. WRCA is 
pleased to make the CALFED administrative 
record availab
format using OPTICON softwa
contact Linda Vida, 
lvida@library.berkeley.edu,
to
and search the administrative record. 
  
California Legislative Analys
http://www.lao.ca.gov/main.aspx?type=3&C
atID=12  Publications related to CalFed 

xpenditures, and other financing, Proposition 50 e
related topics 
 

alifornia Alliance for Jobs  C
http://www.rebuildca.org/
 

ssociation of California A Water Agencies 
m/http://www.acwanet.co

See studies and surveys: 
http://www.acwanet.com/mediazone/research/
 
Greenbelt Alliance  

a County's General Plan, discusses water and planning issues.  
ports/index.html

Toward a Bright Future: Updating Sonom
ttp://www.greenbelt.org/resources/reh

 
California Bay Delta Authority – What’s New section:  CalFed Overview and CalFed Finance Plan  
ttp://calwater.ca.gov/h

 
Public Poli
Growth, Deve aquin Valley  
http://www.pp

cy Institute 
lopment, and Infrastructure:  Urban Development Futures in the San Jo
ic.org/main/publication.asp?i=341

 
Pacific Institute 
http://www.pacinst.org/publications/
 
 
 
 

 Francisco’s Spring Valley Water Company 

San Francisco’s Spring Valley Water Co. map of 
 water delivery system.  May 1, 1922. 

 
San

illustrated components of the Hetch Hechy system 
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 Bay Area Water Conservation and Water  
Supply Agency Information 
http://www.bawsca.org/ 

 Zone 7 Water Agency Information 
http://www.zone7water.com/current.html 

 Solano County Water Agency Information 
http://www.scwa2.com/info.html 

 Sonoma County Water Agency Information  
http://www.scwa.ca.gov/projects.html 

 

  

Contra Costa County Water District 
Information 

      http://www.co.contra 
costa.ca.us/depart/cd/water_agency.htm

 San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
Capital Improvements Update 
http://sfwater.org/detail.cfm/MC_ID/7/MSC_I
D/6/MTO_ID/NULL/C_ID/1451

 Alameda County Clean Water/Watershed 
Program 
http://www.acgov.org/pwa/dept_developeme
nt_services_clean_water_prog.shtml

 Alameda County Water District  
http://www.acwd.org/ 

 Napa County Watershed Information Center  
www.napawatersheds.org 

 Santa Clara County 
rg/channhttp://www.sccgov.o el/0,4770,chid%

253D30022%2526sid%253D12867,00.html
 

n/in
Marin County Public   

s/PW/Maihttp://www.co.marin.ca.us/dept
dex.cfm 

 Sonoma County  http://www.sonoma-
county.org/prmd/index.htm 

 San Mateo County  
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/departm
ent/home/0,,5562541_9876759,00.html 

 Delta Protection Commission  
http://www.delta.ca.gov/ 

 Santa Clara Valley Water District Information  http://www.heynoah.com/ 
 Contra Costa Water District Information  http://www.ccwater.com/ 
 Marin Municipal Water District Information  http://www.marinwater.org/whatsnew.html 
 East Bay Municipal Water District Information  http://www.ebmud.com/ 
 Bay Area Regional Water Quality Control Board  http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/ 
 The Bay Institute  http://www.bay.org/main.htm 
 North Bay Watershed Association  http://www.nbwatershed.org/pages/welcome.php 
 Water Bond Coalition  http://www.waterbondcoalition.com 
 North Coast IRWM Program  http://www.northcoastirwmp.net/ 
 State Coastal Conservancy  http://www.coastalconservancy.ca.gov/index.htm 
 League of Women Voters of the Bay Area  http://www.lwvba-ca.org/ 
 Bay Conservation and Development Commission  http://www.bcdc.ca.gov/ 
 California State Coastal Conservancy  http://www.coastalconservancy.ca.gov/ 
 Bay Planning Coalition  http://www.bayplanningcoalition.org/ 

 

 

ater.                           Drilling for ground w
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http://www.bayplanningcoalition.org/
http://www.bayplanningcoalition.org/


 
 
 

 

 of Water Resources seeking changes to state's flood-control system  
FROM WIRE REPORTS  

ng of 

or levee maintenance.  

er 
 one 

 report states.  

alFed board member Patrick Johnston said the state should make a commitment to fix weak Delta levees, 
but he noted that local governments have an obligation to reduce flood risks.  

elta 
lands in the name of economic development," he said. 

http://www1.pressdemocrat.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050129/NEWS/501290328/1033/NEWS01

 
 
Developments near levees draw concerns  
Department

Inside Bay Area  
 
STOCKTON — Expanding development in the sprawling Central Valley is pushing home-building into flood 
plains, a move that concerns state water regulators who are calling for sweeping changes to flood control 
programs.  

The danger is only getting worse as thousands of new homes are built each year behind levees in cities 
across the valley, according to a report by the California Department of Water Resources.  

Department staff next week will present the report, "Responding to California's Flood Crisis," at a meeti
the California Federal Bay-Delta Program, also known as CalFed.  

The report calls for monumental changes to the state's flood-control system, including creation of a Central 
Valley flood-control authority with power to impose taxes needed f

Recommendations also include instituting a mandatory flood-insurance program to pay for losses and 
changes to the state Constitution to make it easier for flood-control districts to raise taxes.  

"It is a policy discussion that needs to take place because of the intense urbanization that is taking place in 
the Central Valley," said state Sen. Michael Machado, D-Linden.  

The report states that homes are being built in flood zones between Interstate 5 and the San Joaquin Riv
in Lathrop and Stockton. While developers typically pay for levee improvements, alterations to levees in
location can force floodwater into other developments, the

C

"Every year, local governments like the city of Stockton and the city of Lathrop seek to gobble up d
is

 

Rohnert Park concludes extensive study of water supply 
 

 

A $344,000 study onths longer 
than planned an 6,000 pages 
of documents pr usion - 

ohnert Park has enough water to handle its projected growth for the next 20 years. 

 on Rohnert Park's water supply became more than twice as expensive and took two m
 because of issues raised by critics of the city's water practices.  But after reviewing more th

esented by a Penngrove environmental group, consultants still came to the same concl
R
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ssment will stand both 
scientific and legal scrutiny. I'm very confident." 

for 
ial 

ter 

ohnert 
omy, and its neighbors wells. 

OWL Foundation President H.R. Downs said he still needs to talk to his attorney to determine if the 
rganization will sue Rohnert Park, but indicated it's a strong possibility.  Downs and other Penngrove 

nt 

 for the study, which mushroomed from 
$118,000 initially to $344,000, according to City Engineer Darrin Jenkins. 

e 

s water crisis." 

ng 

d 

ted faster than it could be recharged. 
r 

s 42 municipal wells were 
over-pumping ground water and causing their wells to go dry. The lawsuit resulted in a 2002 legal settlement 
in which Rohn
Residents say y poor 
maintenanc
Rohnert Park o ent in recent 

ars and turned to more expensive aqueduct water. 
ohnert Park has been a responsible steward," City Manager Carl Leivo said 

 
Despite the extra expense and time taken on the Water Supply Assessment, Rohnert Park City Council 
members said they anticipate the Penngrove-based OWL Foundation will go to court to challenge the 
study's conclusions.  "If you look at the tenor of the letters we've been getting from OWL and their attorneys, 
they're headed to court," said Mayor Jake Mackenzie. "I believe our water supply asse

 
The study's conclusions are an important initial step for justifying Rohnert Park's growth plans, which call 
annexing 800 acres and adding more than 4,000 homes and 3.3 million square feet of new commerc
space over the next two decades. Under state law, cities and counties must document an adequate wa
supply exists before they approve major subdivisions and commercial developments. 

 
But critics led by the OWL Foundation contend there is not enough water to support the growth and R
Park's plans endanger the health and safety of its citizens, the overall econ

o
residents contend the water study approved this week by the City Council is deeply flawed, despite the extra 
time and money spent on it.  But city officials defend it as the most accurate and fully researched docume
to date on water production potential of the Santa Rosa Plain, on which Rohnert Parks sits. 
Although the city commissioned it, developers will foot the bill

 
Much of the extra cost was to analyze a six-foot high stack of documents provided by OWL, along with video 
recordings of more than 50 hours of meetings by public officials on water-related issues. Downs said h
presented copious documentation to refute Rohnert Park's optimistic conclusion of water availability and 
"demonstrate the severity of Sonoma County'

 
City officials countered that much of what was submitted was duplicative and already considered by their 
consultants.The city's study concludes the ground water basin is in balance and Rohnert Park can grow with 
its current allotment from the Sonoma County aqueduct, which diverts water from the Russian River. 
Rohnert Park also plans to increase its use of recycled water for irrigation and maintains it can get by duri
drought years with conservation measures. 

 
But OWL and other critics say the study was not thorough enough to produce valid conclusions. Critics sai
the report contradicts a previous study the city did as part of its 2000 general plan update, which concluded 
ground water in the basin under Rohnert Park was being deple
Rohnert Park officials said the older study was based on a smaller area and did not account for a majo
underground recharge area in the hills east of the city. 

 
Penngrove residents previously went to court over concerns that Rohnert Park'

ert Park agreed to restrict the amount it pumps. 
their wells are still going dry, although city officials argue the cause is more likel

e, or the proximity of shallow wells to each other. 
fficials noted they have cut back on ground-water pumping by more than 70 perc

ye
"R
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's 

igher 

 

ts half of its water 
pply, is also having a good year, according to Di Marco.  
his is a banner year in terms of snowfall," he said.  

 amount of rainfall helps the county water supply not just by 
 replenishing the groundwater supply. 

o reports of flooding of the 
ms, Di Marco said. #  

ary storms that walloped California have 
uaranteed the state nothing worse than an average snowpack in the 

o 

 

recipitation and this [water delivery] forecast," said Tupper Hull, a 
pokesman for south-of-Delta farming interests.  

 
Environmentalis
Fisheries, aren'
the water run a
it is needed to restore the health of the Delta and San Francisco Bay." 
 
 

 
Rain Helps Santa Clara County Water Supply 
NBC 11, San Jose - 2/15/05 
 
The recent spate of rainfall has been good news for Santa Clara County
water supply, a Santa Clara Valley Water District spokesman said 
Tuesday.  
 
The water level at the county's 10 reservoirs is significantly h
than it was in February 2004. The reservoirs are at 69 percent capacity 
compared to 48 percent at this time last year, district spokesman Mike
Di Marco said. "What a difference a year makes," Di Marco said.  
 
The Sierra snow pack, from which the county ge
su
T"

The large
filling the reservoirs, but also by
All of this has been accomplished with n
region's creeks and strea
 
   
 
SUPPLY 
Editorial: 'Normal' water shortage 
Why big snowpack doesn't end the feuding 
Sacramento Bee - 1/30/05 
 
The series of December and Janu
g
Sierra. But don't jump to the conclusion that a 100-percent-of-average 
rainfall year means that all the interests that want water from the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta - farmers, cities, environmentalists wh
advocate for the fish - will get 100 percent of what they are due. In 
fact, an average rainfall year creates a paper shortage and ignites a
fiercer-than-average water fight.  
 
The Central Valley Project, the giant federal system of dams and canals 
that sustains San Joaquin agriculture, has announced that it will 
deliver only 60 percent of the water to customers south of the Delta. 
Those customers aren't happy. "It is hard for farmers to reconcile the 

ts such as Zeke Grader of the Pacific Coast Federation of 
t happy, either. Grader says the feds "are not letting 
ll the way down the system and out the Golden Gate, where 

p
s
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r 
 little 

 
ion 

 fish.  

uld 

ter 
s 

 now and how it won't in the decades to come.  

ore the gorilla in the room, an emerging 
scientists that sea levels will rise, 
ither irrigation or drinking water 

g 
nd open minds. 

stead, we're stuck with paper 
ater shortages and rigid political 
es. Look for an above-average 

hance for big trouble ahead.# 

 

Anderson Reservoir, 

Errata:   The front page photo caption on the January edition of E-Memo should have read, 
“The Geys

These divergent views reflect a complicated reality. Expectations for wate
supply are greater than the actual supply and government has made
progress in recent years to change those expectations.  

The expectations of farmers is based on fixed contracts that don't vary
based on how much water is actually available. The Bush administrat
is renewing these contracts for another 40 years. So look for these 
paper water shortages in average rainfall years to continue.  
 
The expectations of environmentalists, on the other hand, are just as 
rigid. To them, the Delta pumps are the eternal enemies of the
 
The emerging science isn't so simplistic. In fact, it seems quite 
possible to safely export more water if more pumping takes place only 
when there's abundant water in the Delta; that means less pumping wo
take take place when fish are migrating through the estuary.  
 
W
D

hat to do? In the short run, the two massive pumping systems in the 
elta (the federal government's CVP and the State Water Project) should 

be run more like a single system in a way that helps all the Delta's 
constituents. In the long run, however, all these interest groups be
pay attention to what the scientific community is discovering in term

t

of how the Delta works
 
The water community wants to ign
consensus from global warming 
rendering the Delta too salty for e
before century's end.  

 
We should be in an era of shiftin
expectations a
In
w
lin
c
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Santa Clara Valley 
 
 
 
 

ers, Sonoma Count
 
The Watershed Informati rsheds.org

y.” 

o www.napawaten Center & Co s: nservancy of Napa County web address i
  

 
 For more information, please go to our website at: 

Http://calfed.abag.ca.gov/ 
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