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PROJECTIONS 2005 is the official forecast of the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG). Like its most recent predecessor, Projections 2003, this forecast includes a set of policy assumptions that are a departure from ABAG’s historical practice. Policies and programs are assumed to change in a way that shifts new growth toward areas near transit and existing downtowns. These Smart Growth policies and programs are assumed to have an increasing effect over the thirty-year forecast horizon. 

ABAG produces a forecast so that other regional agencies, including the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD), can use the forecast to make regulatory and project funding decisions. In actuality, the ABAG projections document is a summary of the census tract information that ABAG produces for modeling purposes. ABAG projections are also widely used for local land use planning and by individuals and organizations examining their long-term objectives in the Bay Area. 
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