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SB 375
• Progress

– Existing Regional Planning Programs
• Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)

• Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)

• FOCUS

• Projections

• Moving Forward
– SB375

• Key Elements

• Potential Pathways to Success



Growing Cooler:
Compared to sprawl, 
compact 
development results 
in a 20 to 40 percent 
reduction in VMT 
and hence in CO2

Premise: Location Matters





AB 32 & SB 375 Implementation



Premise: Transportation is Critical

Green House Gases Compared

Sources: USEIA, BAAQMDSources: USEIA, BAAQMD

Transportation: Transportation: 14%14% TransportationTransportation: : 41%41%
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Existing Program-
Regional Housing Needs Allocation 

(RHNA)
• “Smart or Focused” Growth 

Methodology (2008) Directs Regional 
Housing Need:

- To transit-served Infill Jurisdictions

- Away from Rural, Unincorporated Areas

• Regional Commitment to Secure 
Resources for Jurisdictions With 
Increased Allocations
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Add Pricing  and 
Land Use

Prior Trend*

Existing Program –
Transportation 2035

Reduce CO2 40% below 1990 levels

* Assumes lower fuel economy

**Assumes higher fuel economy



Existing Program -
Transportation 2035

Plan Expenditures:



Transportation 2035 –
What Did We Learn?

• Infrastructure projects alone are 
not nearly enough

• Road pricing has a much bigger 
effect in short-term

• Focused growth helps us reach 
targets in longer term

• Technology innovations can get 
us even closer to closing the gap

• Shifts in individual behavior 
ultimately drive change



Transportation for 
Livable Communities
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Transit-Oriented 
Development Policy

Housing 
units within 
half-mile of 
station

2,5002,2002,7503,3003,850

Ferry
Commuter 

RailBRT
Light 
RailBART



Regional Program -FOCUS
Priority Development Areas

• About 60 jurisdictions

• Over 120 areas

• About 425,000 new 
housing units by 2035

• About 3% of region’s 
land area

• About 55% of projected 
regional growth

• Complete Communities 
that will meet the day-to 
day needs of residents



Planned and Potential 
Priority Development Areas



PDA Incentives
FOCUS creates new opportunities to 
encourage and assist cities in 
community development

Planning Grants

Station Area 
Planning Funds: 
$22M over 3-4 yrs

$7.5M in FY07-08

Capital Grants
Regional 
Transportation Plan

$60ml per year

Props 1C & 84

Foundations

Technical 
Assistance
On Call Consultants

Best Practice 
sharing

Planning services



Regional Program - FOCUS
Priority Conservation Areas

• 100+ near-term land 
conservation opportunities

• regionally significant

• high local support

• encompass many types of 
resources: farmland, 
recreation, watersheds, 
etc.

• State Coastal Conservancy 
providing significant 
support



Regional Program - Projections 2009: 
Performance Targets

what if?
alternative growth scenarios

Driving per capita 
by 10 percent

Congestion 
by 20 percent

PM2.5 
by 10 percent

PM10 
by 45 percent

Greenfield 
Development

Non-auto access to 
jobs and services 
by 20 percent

Carbon emissions 
by 40 percent



Projections 2009: Two Futures
Scattered Success

• Consistent with Projections 
2007

• Some growth in urbanized 
areas, near job centers and 
transit

• Within cities, growth mostly 
continues as projected within 
local plans

• Continued growth in areas far 
from jobs, without transit or 
walkability, i.e. North Bay and 
eastern Contra Costa

Focused Future

• More aggressive than 
Projections 2007

• Most growth in urbanized 
counties, near jobs and transit

• Within counties & cities, 
growth directed to downtowns 
and transit areas to promote, 
non-auto mobility

• Nominal growth in areas 
without transit or jobs, i.e. 
North Bay counties, eastern 
Contra Costa

what if?
alternative growth scenarios



Projections 2009
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SB 375 – The Basics

• Implemented by ABAG and MTC 
in Bay Area 

• C02 Targets 

• Sustainable Communities Strategy 

• (or) Alternative Planning Strategy

• Link between RTP and RHNA

• CEQA Relief 



SB 375 – CO2 Targets

• Regional Target – Nine County Bay Area

• For 2020 and 2035

• For Cars and Light Trucks only

• CARB must consider methodology adopted by 
Regional Target Advisory Committee

• Regions may recommend targets



SB 375 –
Sustainable Communities Strategy

• Accommodates all regional housing demand 

• Integrates forecasted development pattern 
with 2013 Regional Transportation Plan

• Seeks to achieve regional CO2 target

• Provides access to CEQA Relief

• Must be realistically attainable (Clean Air 
ACT)



SB 375 – Alternative Planning 
Strategy (APS) 

• Prepared if SCS is unable to meet target

• Unconstrained by Federal realism 
requirement

• Not part of the Regional Transportation Plan

• Provides access to CEQA relief

• Provides feedback regarding what is needed 
to produce a viable SCS



SB 375 – Timeline

• May–Sept 2009: Consideration of Potential 
Framework for Developing Policy at JPC, 
ABAG and MTC

• Late 2009–2012: Civic Engagement, Planning 
and Modeling

• Sept 2010: Regional Target adopted by CARB

• 2013: Adoption of SCS, RHNA, RTP

• 2013–2015: Housing Element Development



SB 375 - Implementation
• Challenge to status quo & business as usual

• Integration
– ABAG & MTC

– RTP & RHNA

– Modeling and Planning

– SB 375 and Other Initiatives

– Bay Area and Surrounding Regions

• Inclusion of all those required to make it work

• Momentum building upon our current efforts

• Incentives for complete communities

• Impact on actual emissions




