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PACE Financing and Energy Upgrade California 
Contractor’s Conference 
January 20, 2012

Hosted by Sonoma County Energy Independence Program on behalf of the California Energy 
Commission and Energy Upgrade California™ 

Description
A half-day conference, with optional afternoon training sessions, hosted by the California 
Energy Commission in Sonoma County to seek feedback and recommendations from local 
efficiency, water conservation, and renewable energy industry contractors and provide an array 
of resources and support to help contractors complete successful upgrade projects. 
A “roundtable” format will encourage input from the “feet on the ground” perspective regarding 
what does and doesn’t motivate a property owner to proceed with an upgrade project.

Target Audience
Up to 467 Sonoma County contractors who work in energy efficiency, water conservation, and/
or renewable energy generation.

Conference Goals
•	 Ensure contractors are aware and understand the full array of services available to aid 

in their success and how to access and leverage these resources
•	 Illustrate that “efficiency doesn’t have to be hard” and find ways for all contractors to 

participate in this movement and leverage it in their own businesses
•	 Gather feedback, in a constructive way, from the industry professionals regarding the 

Energy Upgrade California program 
•	 Continue to educate on the importance of “whole-building approach” and the loading 

order; and how all contractors can leverage this approach in their own businesses
•	 Foster understanding of the local PACE financing program, it’s real value to property 

owners, and how to easily access the program.  Dispel misunderstandings about PACE 
that exist within the industry and among property owners

Agenda Outline - Draft
7:30 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.  Continental Breakfast, Resource Tabling
8:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.  Opening Session, Keynote: Panama Bartholomy
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Breakout/Roundtable Sessions
12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Lunch and Networking
12:30 pm. – 2:30 p.m.  Optional Training Sessions

(Proposed: Making the Close on the Sale, Growth Capital available for Business 
Development, Efficiency/Solar Partnership Experiences and Stories, Energy Upgrade 
Participation Workshop, Buildings are Systems)


